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MR. SPEAKER, 

 

I RISE TODAY TO SPEAK AGAINST A PROVISION IN THE FY2003 OMNIBUS 

APPROPRIATIONS BILL THAT WEAKENS THE ORGANIC LABEL STANDARDS 

RELATED TO LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION.  THIS 11TH HOUR PROVISION 

WEAKENS NATIONAL ORGANIC STANDARDS BY NO LONGER REQUIRING 

ORGANIC POULTRY PRODUCERS TO FEED THEIR BIRDS ONLY 

ORGANICALLY RAISED FEED GRAINS.  THIS LANGUAGE, HIDDEN IN THE 

CONGRESSIONAL APPROPRIATIONS BILL, IS CONTRARY TO THE INTENT OF 

ORGANIC LIVESTOCK PRODUCTION AND WOULD SEVERELY UNDERMINE 

THE ORGANIC STANDARDS THAT WE CURRENTLY HAVE IN PLACE. 

 

ORGANIC FOODS HAVE BEEN ONE OF THE FASTEST GROWING 

COMPONENTS OF THE AGRICULTURAL CONSUMER MARKET PLACE, A 

MARKET THAT IS BUILT UPON TRUST.  MILLIONS OF AMERICAN 

CONSUMERS HAVE GROWN TO TRUST THE QUALITY, WHOLESOMENESS 

AND INTEGERITY OF ORGANICALLY LABELED MEATS AND VEGETABLES.  

SHOULD THIS PROVISION PREVAIL, THE AMERICAN CONSUMERS WILL NO 

LONGER BE ABLE TO TRUST ORGANIC LABELED MEAT AS TRULY 

ORGANIC.  THIS PROVISION WILL UNDERMINE BOTH CONSUMER 



CONFIDENCE IN ORGANIC LABELING AND THE EXISTING USDA 

STANDARDS. 

 

SELECT LIVESTOCK PRODUCERS, SPECIFICALLY CHICKEN AND POULTRY 

PRODUCT FARMERS IN GEORGIA, WOULD BE ABLE TO MARKET THEIR 

PRODUCTS AS ORGANIC WITHOUT RAISING THE BIRDS ON ORGANICALLY 

GROWN FEEDS.  THIS PROVISION IS INCONSISTENT WITH ORGANIC 

CONSUMERS PERCEPTION OF THE ORIGIN OF ORGANIC POULTRY AND THE 

INTENT AND REGULATIONS OF ORGANIC PRODUCERS. 

 

THE RECENTLY ENACTED ORGANIC STANDARDS WAS THE RESULT OF 

MANY YEARS OF CAREFUL DELIBERATION AND PUBLIC INPUT.  

OVERWHELMINGLY, ORGANIC PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS HAVE 

SUPPORTED THE NEW STANDARDS.  DUE TO THIS OUTRAGEOUS OMNIBUS 

PROVISION, ORGANIC PRODUCERS AND CONSUMERS WILL NO LONGER 

HAVE CONFIDENCE IN THE ORGANIC LABELING PROCESS. 

 

I STRONGLY URGE YOU TO VOTE FOR THE MOTION TO RECOMMIT. 


